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Eligibility
A. Riders Eligibility

1.

2.
3.

The age of an individual on January first (1st) of each calendar year will be deemed
the age of that individual throughout the balance of the calendar year.
Riders must be in a lesson program with a TWHBEA Certified Riding Instructor.
Riders are eligible for Academy competition if he/she has not shown in a riding suit
in any affiliated horse show.

a. Exception of the Go-As-You-Please or Country Pleasure Class

b. Exception of 4-H or FFA events

B. English Riders Attire

1.
2.
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Long sleeve shirts with a tie and vest.

Jodhpurs, breeches, or dark colored pants in good condition. No blue jeans. Dark
colored pants are preferred.

Tie downs are mandatory.

Footwear- Paddock or Jodhpur boots.

Safety helmets are MANDATORY.

Riding suits are PROHIBITED.

Hair must be neatly pulled back in a bun or braid styled above the collar.

Gloves are optional.

Whips and English spurs are permitted.

10 No barn logos or identifying marks of any kind on any student or horse.
11. No communication devices may be used.

C. Western Riders Attire

1. Long Sleeve collared shirts.

2. Long pants of color or Western style.

3. Footwear- Paddock, Jodhpur, or western style boots.
4. Safety helmets are MANDATORY.

5.
6
7
8
9.
1

Hair must be neatly pulled back in a bun or braid styled above the collar.

. Gloves are optional.
. Spurs are permitted.
. Whips are prohibited.

No barn logos or identifying marks of any kind on any student or horse.

0. No communication devices may be used.



D. Horse Eligibility

1. All horses must be registered Tennessee Walking Horses.

2. The horse must earn its living as a school horse.

3. The horse must be a mare or gelding. Absolutely NO Stallions!

4. The horse may be owned or leased by a rider as long as the above criteria is met.

5. School horses may enter Amateur and/or Professional classes; however, these horses
must be regularly used as Academy mounts.

6. Horse must be neatly presented with clean coat and clipped bridle path, face, ears and
legs.

7. Braids are PROHIBITED.

8. No ringed shanks or shanks longer than 9 '2” may be used.

9. The TWH Rulebook™ will prevail where Academy guidelines are questioned.

E. Eligible Classes

Shows may choose from the approved list of classes below. To be considered an Academy
Show your show must contain 15 Academy approved classes. Classes are Specialty unless

noted.

Performance
Academy 8 and Under
Academy 9-11
Academy 12-14
Academy 15-17
Academy Adult
Academy 17 and Under
Academy Open
Academy Youth Canter
Academy Adult Canter
0. Academy Open Canter
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Plantation
11. Academy 8 and Under
12. Academy 9-11
13. Academy 12-14
14. Academy 15-17
15. Academy Adult
16. Academy 17 and Under
17. Academy Open
18. Academy Youth Canter
19. Academy Adult Canter
20. Academy Open Canter
21. Academy 8 and Under Western
22. Academy 9-11 Western
23. Academy 12-14 Western
24. Academy 15-17 Western



25.
26.
27.

28

29.
30.
31.
32.

33
34

42

Academy Adult Western
Academy 17 and Under Western
Academy Open Western

. Academy Open Canter Western

Equitation

Academy 8 and Under Equitation
Academy 9-11 Equitation
Academy 12-14 Equitation
Academy 15-17 Equitation

. Academy Adult Equitation

. Academy 17 and Under Equitation
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.

Academy Open Equitation

Academy Youth Canter Equitation
Academy Adult Canter Equitation
Academy Open Canter Equitation
Academy 11 and Under Equitation Pattern
Academy 12-17 Equitation Pattern
Academy Open Pattern

. Academy Open Canter Pattern
43.
44.
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.
51.
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.

Academy 8 and Under Equitation

Academy 9-11 Western Horsemanship

Academy 12-14 Western Horsemanship

Academy 15-17 Western Horsemanship

Academy Adult Western Horsemanship

Academy 17 and Under Western Horsemanship
Academy Open Western Horsemanship

Academy Youth Canter Western Horsemanship
Academy Adult Canter Western Horsemanship
Academy Open Canter Western Horsemanship
Academy 11 and Under Western Horsemanship Pattern
Academy 12-17 Western Horsemanship Pattern
Academy Open Western Horsemanship Pattern
Academy Open Western Horsemanship Canter Pattern

57.0pen Youth 11 and Under Equitation (Pattern required)

58

61.
62.
63.

64

. Open Youth 17 and Under Equitation (Pattern required)
59.
60.

Open Adult Equitation (Pattern required)
Open Equitation Canter (Pattern required)

Versatility

Showmanship 11 and Under (Pattern required)
Showmanship 12-17 (Pattern required)
Showmanship Adult (Pattern required)

. Academy Youth Trail Obstacle
65.

Academy Adult Trail Obstacle



66. Academy Reining

67. Academy Pleasure Driving
68. Academy TWH Over Fences
69. Academy Barrels

70. Academy Poles

Special Needs
71. Special Needs with Assistance
72. Special Needs Independent

Additional Classes
73. Academy Lead Line
74. Academy Walk Only
75. Go-As-You-Please
76. Academy First Time Riders Class (Student that have never shown Academy)
77. Show Class Youth Performance
78. Show Class Adult Performance
79. Show Class Youth Plantation
80. Show Class Adult Plantation

Certified Riding Instructors

Instructors are responsible for making all entries and paying all fees.
Instructors are allowed in the ring during the classes which they have participants.

1.
2.

3.

4.

The most important reason is for safety.

This allows coaching of the student. Coaching does not include promoting your horse
and rider. Instructors may talk to the students as they pass by, but yelling across the
arena is prohibited. Decorum is expected from the instructors while at the shows and
especially in the ring.

Instructors are prohibited from touching the horse while in the arena unless there is an
emergency or timeout. Tack adjustment must be done as a timeout.

Walking beside the horse and rider is strictly prohibited as it may endanger other riders.

Performance Horse

In the show performance class, the horse is allowed to be shown in acceptable action devices,
pads, and bands. These are saddle seat classes only.

1.

2.

3.

The curb chains or straps must lie flat against the jaw and be at least one half (}2) inch
wide. No cross chain cavesons are allowed.

Rhinestone or sequined brow bands and caveson fronts are prohibited in show
performance classes.

The maximum shank length is nine and one half (9 }2) inches, gag bits without shanks are
not allowed. Shanks are measured from the very top of the metal to the very bottom of
the metal, including the rings to which the cheeks and reins are attached.

. All show performance classes are specialty classes.



Plantation Horse

A Plantation Horse performs the three gaits associated with the breed. The use of lubricants,
bands, pads, boots, action devices, braced tails or humane tails are prohibited. The canter will be
noted on the class sheet for all Academy classes in the Plantation division. The maximum shank
length is 9 1/2 inches, gag bits without shanks are not allowed.

Equitation

In the Equitation Division, the exhibitor is judged. Exhibitors are judged on their seat, hands,
legs and their ability as it relates to the performance of the horse, appointments of the horse with
the rider, ring showmanship, and overall presentation.

A. General Rules For All Seats.

1. Walking Seat Equitation and Stock Seat Equitation classes will come under the
Equitation Division in all shows.

2. Separate classes are highly recommended in consideration of the type of horse shown in
Walking Seat Equitation classes. Shows are encouraged to offer separate equitation
classes for performance and plantation exhibitors.

3. A pattern is defined as two (2) or more ridden tests. The tests used for patterns are to be
selected from those set forth herein and as referenced for each seat.

4. In Academy Competition all exhibitors in the pattern class will be required to perform the
pattern.

B. Walking Seat Equitation.
1. Position. The correct Walking Seat position is not exaggerated, but functional and
efficient for riding the horse at any gait and for any length of time. Ring showmanship
must be considered by judges.

a)

b)

Hands. The hands should be light and held in an easy position, demonstrating
adaptability and control. The height of the hands above the withers may vary as
determined by how the horse sets his head. Hands and forearms should form a “V”
when viewed from above, with the hands far enough apart that the thumbs almost
touch when extended.

Reins. Closed (or crossed) reins shall be used, with both hands on the reins, and the
bight of the reins on the off side.

Basic Position. The rider should sit comfortably in the middle of the saddle. With the
feet out of the stirrups, the irons should strike just below the ankle. The feet should be
positioned approximately mid-way in the irons with the heel slightly lower than the
toes, and the knee and thigh should be rolled inward. The rider’s head should be held
in a natural relaxed appearing position with the eyes focused forward, shoulders
square, and the buttocks neatly tucked. One should be able to draw a vertical line
through the ear, shoulder, hip, and heel.



d) Position in Motion. The position in motion should be natural, with the ear, shoulder,
hip and heel in alignment. The hands should be flexible with rein adjustments as
needed, with the legs applying intermittent calf pressure as necessary to collect, aid,
and cue the horse. Any pumping of the reins at the canter will be penalized.

2. Class Routine.
Enter the ring at a flat walk turning to the right and proceeding in a counterclockwise
direction. The class will proceed around the ring at each required gait and on command
reverse and repeat. Exhibitors should line up on command and be judged individually. Line-
up tests can include asking questions. If questions are asked, three (3) identical questions
must be asked of each exhibitor: one each about anatomy of the horse, tack and Equitation. It
is at the judge’s discretion to ask the riders to perform the pattern at the start of the class
before rail work (allowing entries to wait outside the ring until patterns are completed). The
judge’s analysis is based on a 50/50 combination of rail work and test(s).
3. Tests from which Judges Must Choose.
The judge must choose a pattern of no more than one (1) minute from the tests described
below as outlined in class specifications. Judges are encouraged to consider the layout of the
arena, and to utilize creativity by choosing a pattern that will enable riders to showcase the
animation and ability of the performance horse, or the manners and versatility of the
plantation horse.
a) Ridden Tests may be any of the following:

1. The Circle performed at any or all gaits.

2. The Straight Line performed at any or all gaits.

3. Performance around the ring performed at any or all gaits.

4. The Serpentine performed at any or all gaits. A serpentine is a minimum of 2

half circles.
5. The Figure Eight performed at any or all gaits.

C. Stock Seat Equitation.
1. Position

(a) Hands: Only one hand is to be used and that hand may not be changed during the
class. One finger is permitted between the reins when split reins are used. The end
of any split reins must fall on the same side as the reining hand. When using a
romal, no finger is allowed between the reins and the hands should be held in a
fist position. The rider may hold the end of romal in their free hand to prevent
swinging and adjust the reins, but this hand must be approximately 16 inches from
the reining hand. The reining hand should be bent at the elbow and above the
horn; the position of the free hand is optional but should be in a relaxed position
with the rider’s body.

(b) Basic Position: Feet should be in the stirrups with the weight on the ball of the
foot and stirrups just short enough to allow the heels to be lowered. The rider
should sit deep and relaxed in the saddle with ear, shoulder, hip and heel aligned.

(c) Position in Motion: Close to the saddle with slight motion. The pumping of the
reins at the lope will be penalized.

2. Tests from which Judges Must Choose
The judge must choose a pattern from the appropriate tests below as outlined in the class
specifications.



(a) Tests
1. Performance on the Rail performed at any or all gaits.
2. Straight line performed at any or all gaits
3. Circle performed at any or all gaits
4.360 degree turn on the haunches
5. Lope and halt
6. Change of leads
7. Figure Eight: Performed at any or all gaits

Showmanship at Halter

Designed to furnish the exhibitors an opportunity to demonstrate his/her ability to fit and show a
conformation horse. Judging will be based on exhibitor ability, and no consideration will be
given to the horse except for grooming and fitting. Horses must be two (2) year-olds or over.
Attire for this class may be either English or Western, but not a combination of both, and must be
clean and neat. Whips are not permitted in Western showmanship. To be judged on a 100 point
system.

Point System:

Appearance of Exhibitor - ten (10) points
(a) Suitable English or Western attire, but not a combination.
(b) Attire of person - neat and clean.

Appearance of Horse - forty (40) points
(a) Condition - fifteen (15) points
(b) Grooming - fifteen (15) points
1. Hair coat clean, well brushed.
2. Mane and tail free of tangles and clean.
3. Hoofs trimmed or shod properly, clinched neatly and hoofs polished.
(¢) Trimming - five (5) points
1. Inside of ears trimmed.
2. Bridle path trimmed.
3. Long hair on jaw, legs and pasterns trimmed.
(d) Tack - five (5) points
Tack (halter and lead shank) should be neat, clean and in good repair.

Showing of Horse in Ring - fifty (50) points

(a) Leading - fifteen (15) points
1. Enter the ring in the direction indicated by the ring steward and walk until the

Jjudge requests that the horses line up for inspection. Walk on the horses left side, holding
the lead shank in the right hand, near halter. The remaining portion of the lead shank will
be held neatly and safely in left hand. A tightly coiled or rolled lead shank or one with
fingers inserted or laced through the coils, will be considered a fault in showmanship.
Animal should lead readily at a walk and running walk.



2. After judge has lined up the class, each exhibitor will be requested to move his
horse individually. When moving the horse, the exhibitor should be sure that the judge
gets a clear, unobstructed view of the horse's action. Allow the horse sufficient lead so
that he can move freely in a straight line with his head carried at a height appropriate to
his conformation. Lead the horse from his left side, with his throat latch even with the
exhibitor's shoulder. Lead the horse the required distance, stop and set the horse up. At
the judges signal turn to the right around the horse, turning him directly over his hocks
with his hind feet staying nearly in place.

3. If the exhibitor is asked to back his horse, he should back him smoothly, one
step at a time, as straight as possible for one body length. Do not change hands on the
lead shank and use a press-and-release technique to ask the horse to back. Exhibitor
should never stand directly in front of horse for safety reasons.

(b) Posing horse - fifteen (15) points

1. When posing the horse, the exhibitor should stand toward the front facing the
horse with his toes pointed toward the horse's eye or neck. The exhibitor should not stand
directly in front of the horse but should always stand in a position where he can keep an
eye on the judge. With the quarter system, the horse is divided into four sections by
drawing one imaginary line down his back and another across his middle. When the
judge is looking at either hindquarter of the horse, the exhibitor stays on the same side as
the judge, with his toes pointed toward the horse's eye or neck. When the judge looks at
either front quarter, the exhibitor crosses to the opposite side of the horse. When posing
the horse, do most of the showing with the lead shank. The exhibitor should not touch the
horse with his hand, never change hands on the lead shank or kick the horse's leg into
position.

2. The exhibitor should not crowd the entry next to them in a side by side
position. The exhibitor should not crowd the entry in front when lined up head to tail.

3. The exhibitor should leave a horse's length between them and the next entry.
(c) Poise, Alertness and Merits - twenty (20) points

1. Keep alert and be aware of the position of the judge at all times. Do not be
distracted by persons or things outside the ring.

Versatility

Please refer to Versatility Rules in the TWHBEA Versatility Rulebook™.

Judging Criteria
1. Performance/Plantation Classes

(a) Classes are to be judged on showmanship of the exhibitor, ring generalship, and
presentation of the horse to its best ability.

(b) Only those classes that require a pattern and canter are required to back.

(c) The gait of the horse should not be judged on quality, but rather on the correctness,
consistency, and fluidity of the gait.



Description of Gaits

Flat Walk. The flat walk should be bold, and four-cornered. The horse should
nod the head with every stride and bring each forefoot to the ground a mere
second before the diagonally opposite hind foot touches the ground. The forelegs
should move straight, breaking at the knees and reaching forward in an elevated
arc. The rear legs should follow through close to the ground, comfortable and
overstepping the front tracks. Stiff-legged front or rear leg animation and an
irregular gait are not typical of the Walking Horse and the judge must
immediately excuse any horse exhibiting this type of motion from the ring.

Running Walk. The running walk should be the same general motion as the flat
walk, but with additional speed. The horse should exhibit a smooth gliding,
overstepping, four-cornered gait, with greater stride and accelerated head motion.
The running walk should be a free and easy gait. Horses exhibiting an
exaggerated, hesitating way of going, with a tendency to point with the front feet,
are not in form. Twisting of the hocks or stiff legged rear leg motion shall also be
considered a deviation from the running walk and a horse exhibiting these ways
of going should be penalized.

Canter. The canter should be smooth and straight on both leads, not walking
behind, but cantering on both ends with a rolling, rocking chair motion,
comfortably in hand. Exaggerated exhibitor “pumping” of the horse at the canter
is not considered good form.

Presentation in Gaits: The Walking Horse should move freely in each gait and
proceed in a smooth, fluid and rhythmic manner. At all gaits, the horse should be
flexed at the poll with muzzle slightly tucked. Stiff front or rear leg motion,
stumbling, buckling knees, lack of rhythmic timing, pointing, or favoring a
particular leg, necessity for excessive pumping or bumping of the horse, or any
tendency to rack, pace, trot or other deviation from the true walk are not typical of
the breed. The preceding mannerisms are not considered good form and shall be
penalized in judging. All entries should be presented clean, neatly trimmed, and in
good flesh presenting a healthy appearance. Each entry should be outfitted in
clean and appropriate tack. The exhibitor of each entry should be neat in
appearance, attired in properly fitting riding habits and shall conduct themselves
in a sportsmanlike manner at all times. A horse that has not performed all required
gaits shall not be placed over a horse that has performed all gaits.

2. Equitation
To be judged on the basic seat, hands and form along with effective control of the horse.
Details are outlined in the Equitation division of the Academy Rulebook.

(a) Pattern classes require each entry to work the pattern, and the final placing will be
based on 50% rail work and 50% pattern work. Backing can be included when specified by

the judge.

(b) Test(s): Instructions will be and posted before show time. Judges will provide show
management a copy of their test(s) before the start date of the show.



(c) Any exhibitor not having his mount under appropriate control will be dismissed from
the ring.

(d) If an exhibitor falls, the entry will be eliminated unless the fall is a direct result of
interfering contact from another exhibitor or horse. Any interfering exhibitor or horse
will be excused.

(e) Ring showmanship and horse grooming are considered.

. Versatility

(a) No contestant will be disqualified unless there is a fall to the ground, the entry is
considered unsafe, or there are more than 3 attempts at one obstacle.

(b) When score cards are appropriate to the class these cards will be posted after the show
for exhibitors to view.

(c) Patterns should be based on skill level of the participants to be determined by the
Jjudge after questioning Show Management. Additional patterns can be incorporated with
TWHBEA prior approval.



